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the registration form latest by 15" February, 2012.
Those interested in making a presentation should
submit an abstract not exceeding 250 words by
15" February, 2012. Posters (100 cm height ; 70
cm width) are particularly welcome. Acceptance
(poster or oral presentation) will be sent by 20"
February 2012. TA/DA will not be paid to the
participants for attending the  workshop.

The Venue

This workshop will be hosted by G.B. Pant Institute
of Himalayan Environment and Development,
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, Uttarakhand. The Institute
was established in 1988 during the birth centenary
year of Bharat Ratna Pt. Govind Ballabh Pant, as
an Autonomous Institute of Ministry of Environment
and Forests, Government of India. The Institute is
identified as a focal agency, to advance scientific
knowledge, to evolve integrated management
strategies, demonstrate their efficacy  for
conservation of natural resources and to ensure
environmentally sound development in the entire
Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). Apart from
undertaking research and technology development
and/or demonstration on its own, the Institute has
established linkages with  National and
International Organizations committed to

environment and development linked issues in the
mountain regions. The Institute attempts to
maintain a balance of intricate linkages between
socio-cultural, ecological, economic and physical

systems that could lead to sustainability in the IHR:

To achieve this, the Institute follows a
multidisciplinary approach in all its R&D
programmes with emphasis on interlinking natural
and social sciences. In this effort, particular
attention is given to the preservation of fragile
mountain ecosystems, indigenous knowledge
systems and sustainable use of natural resources.
The Institute has been recognized as a nodal
agency for R&D programmes in the Indian
Himalaya by the Planning Commission, the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government
of India, and many International organizations.

About the City: Almora

Almora, a picturesque district in the Kumaun
region of Uttarakhand in India, with a breathtaking
panoramic view of Himalayas, summons tourists
worldwide to its alluring grandeur of natural
beauty. The city, famous for its rich cultural
heritage, unique handicrafts, sumptuous cuisine
and magnificent wildlife, has been a cultural and
political region of Kumaun for almost four hundred
years, settled by Chand Rajas and nurtured by the
British. One can have a panoramic view of the
snowy peaks of Himalayas on any clear day. The
region is immensely rich with 4000 species of
plants, having remarkable diversity in it's natural
vegetation by virtue of its being at a great range of
elevation. Some of the nearby sites of tourist
interest where an excursion can be made within a
day are Kausani, Chitai temple, Jageshwar, Kasar
Devi, Nanda Devi Temple, and Binsar, etc.

How to reach

The nearest airport is at Pantnagar, about 130
Kms from Almora. The nearest railway station is
at Kathgodam situated 95 Kms from the city.
Kathgodam is connected by rail directly with
Delhi, Lucknow, and Dehradun. From
Kathgodam local transport, private taxi as well as
buses run by the state government corporation —
UASRTC. By road Almora is approximately 380
Kms away Delhi, 466 Kms from Lucknow and
445 Kms from Dehradun.

Climate

Almora is cold during February with temperatures
ranging between 1-18 degrees centigrade.
Participants are advised to bring sufficient
woollens and an umbrella.

Site Viewing

One visit to Kausani, scenic hill station and
birthplace of the well known Hindi poet Sumitra
Nandan Pant, famous for its panoramic views of
the Himalayan range will be arranged for the
participants. Many mountains like Trishul,
Nandakot and Nanda Devi can be seen from this
place.
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